Newsletter of First Baptist Church of Gatlinburg
July 15, 2018
As you know, we have already taken several important steps toward the goal of replacing our old motel building, lost in the
2016 fires. Those steps include approving the building’s location (below our current building, extending toward highway 321
with back toward the creek), approving the building plan as presented by Barber McMurry Architects, approving a budget of
$1.2 million and approving a Building Pledge Committee made up of Charlie Anderson, Nancy Hays, Michael Hodges, Sandy McCown and David
Ogle (chair). We have also hired Citadel Construction as our general contractor.
The time for the next step toward our building has now arrived. On Sunday, July 15, FBC Gatlinburg will begin a seven weeks plan to raise
funding for our building. Of the building’s total cost of $1.2 million, we have in hand approximately $400,000 (includes insurance from burned
building). We hope to raise at least an additional $400,000 in three-year pledges. The final $400,000 will be partially offset by the $24,000 annual income from our recent rental of parking spaces to the neighboring Alamo restaurant. Following are important dates and details related to our fundraising effort:
• July 15: I will share a New Building Pledge Drive sermon, The Privilege of Sharing, from 2 Corinthians 8:1-15.
• Week following July 15: A letter with details about our New Building Pledge Drive will be mailed to all members. A pledge form and envelope
will be included. Pledge Forms and envelopes will also be available just inside both front entrances to our current church building. Completed forms
are to be sealed in the provided envelope. Only our Financial Secretary Terri Soehn will see the completed forms. Terri will also keep a record of
contributions throughout the three-year pledge fulfillment time period.
• July 22 – August 19: Building Pledge Forms will be accepted in the offering plate or in the church office. Members of our Building Pledge
Committee will be sharing a brief challenge in several worship services.
• August 19 – September 1: Building Pledge Committee Members will contact church members who
have not yet responded to our pledge drive, reminding them of the effort and its importance. Contact
names will be provided by Financial Secretary Terri Soehn in accordance with her list of those who
have or have not already responded to our fundraising plea. Pledge forms will continue to be received.
Now, two important notes about our pledge campaign:
1. We are requesting that members submit a pledge form even if you do not pledge an amount at this
time. This will shorten the call list for the Building Pledge Committee and ensure that they do not
contact members who have already considered a pledge.
2. So as to not negatively affect our church budget, the amount of your pledge and resulting monthly or
quarterly payments need to be in addition to your regular tithes and offerings.
Architect’s drawings for our new building are positioned just inside both front entrances to our current
church building. Please note that the actual color will match exactly our current building. Also, the wording on the building front is for illustrative purposes only. We will decide later what, if anything, we wish to place on the building exterior.
With God’s help and the financial faithfulness of our membership, we can accomplish the task before us. And a new building for Youth Ministry,
feeding the hungry and countless other uses will prove to be an invaluable resource for FBC Gatlinburg.
FROM OUR PASTOR

Special Thanks,
... for the beautiful flowers in the sanctuary June
24, given to glorify God and in honor of Wil & Caleb
Keener by Joe Keener.
Stewardship Report
($10,268.46 needed weekly to meet budget)
June 24, 2018
General Fund

$7,595.00

CentriKid

$913.00

SCFM

$40.00

Youth Trips

$2,500.00

Local Missions

$786.00

SMARM

$100.00

Youth Building Rebuild

$5,500.00

July 1, 2018

General Fund

$7,890.00

Youth Trips

$2,125.00

Local Missions

$575.00

Youth Building Rebuild

$100.00

SMARM

$100.00

Mountain Hope

$20.00

Ongoing Summer
Weekly Activities
SUNDAY

8:45 A.M. Horizon Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M. Heritage Worship

RE-ROUTING OF OGLEWOOD LANE
Our church voted back in April to submit a request
to the City of Gatlinburg for the re-routing of the
portion of Oglewood Lane that crosses our Church
property. The City of Gatlinburg is currently
considering providing the funds for the surfacing
and striping of the re-routed roadway. The cost to
our church will be $50,000 for road bed
preparation. The new route will take the road
through where our burned motel building was
located, then along the edge of our property
where we connect with the Alamo restaurant. The
result will be the consolidation of all Church
property without the roadway which currently
divides it.

Saturday, July 28th from 8-2 p.m. will be our
churchwide yard sale. This is the perfect time to clean
out your closets and get rid of your unwanted items.
Proceeds will go to benefit our new building fund. You
can reserve your spot for only $10 by calling the
church office at (865)136-4685.

Mattie Huff Lawson Clabo
Memorial Library
open before Sunday services.

TUESDAY & THURSDAY

9:00 A.M. Mother’s Day Out

WEDNESDAY

5:30 P.M. Adult Choir Rehearsal
6:30 P.M. Adult Bible Study

THURSDAY

10:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Study

ulOur youth will be
delivering food from
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on July 18 & 25

Last day for the summer semester is July 26th .
Our fall term will begin on August 14th. We have
openings for ages infant thru Pre-K classes. If you
or someone you know is interested, please contact
Cheryl Burcham at (865) 436-4685.

